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I'm here today to let you know I have a
reason to seek the office again. I'm running
to help transform systems of Government so
people can realize their dreams. I'm running
again to continue to lead so this world will
be a safer place. I'm running again because
I want to help spread the peace we all want.
I'm running again because I have great faith
in the American people and have great faith
in the values that make us a great nation.
I know where I want to lead. And I want
to thank your help—for your help in helping
us get there. With your help, we’ll win a great
victory in November of this year.

God bless. God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:01 p.m. at the
Charlotte Merchandise Mart. In his remarks, he
referred to Senator Zell Miller of Georgia, who
made the keynote address at the Republican Na-
tional Convention; Representative Richard Burr
of North Carolina, senatorial candidate in North
Carolina; North Carolina Commissioner of Labor
Cherie Berry; North Carolina gubernatorial can-
didate Patrick Ballantine; Teresa Earnhardt, chief
executive officer and president, Dale Earnhardt,
Inc.; senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al
Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi
Interim  Government; and Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7816—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2004

September 17, 2004

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Hispanic Heritage
Month, we recognize Hispanic Americans for
helping to shape our national character and
strengthen our communities. The warmth
and vitality of the Hispanic culture are great
gifts to America and are part of the unique
fabric of our country.

Hispanic Americans have enriched our
Nation through contributions in many pro-
fessions and fields, including education, law,
government, business, science, sports, and
the arts. Since our Nation’s founding, His-
panic Americans have served bravely in the
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United States Armed Forces, earning more
than 3 dozen Medals of Honor and numerous
distinguished military decorations for their
leadership, courage, and patriotism. Today,
Hispanic Americans in our Armed Forces,
National Guard, and Reserve units continue
this proud legacy as they stand watch on the
front lines of freedom. The hard work, val-
ues, and devotion to community of Hispanic
Americans set a positive example for all
Americans.

Across our country, we are working to con-
tinue helping Hispanic Americans realize the
great promise of America. In 2002, I set a
goal of increasing the number of minority
homeowners by at least 5.5 million by the
end of the decade. We are making good
progress—having added more than 1.6 mil-
lion minority homeowners so far. My Admin-
istration’s business agenda and economic
policies have helped create an environment
in which Latino small business owners in the
United States are starting new businesses and
employing millions of people, expanding
trade throughout the Americas, and gener-
ating billions in revenue. Through the No
Child Left Behind Act of 2001, we are work-
ing to ensure that schools are serving every
student. In addition, we are committed to
improving immigration services  while
strengthening national security.

I join with all Americans in celebrating the
heritage, culture, spirit, and contributions of
Hispanic Americans. To honor the achieve-
ments of Hispanic Americans, the Congress,
by Public Law 100-402, as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
annually a proclamation designating Sep-
tember 15 through October 15, as “National
Hispanic Heritage Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 2004, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the
United States to observe this month with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand four,
and of the Independence of the United
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States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., September 20, 2004]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 21. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 18, 2004

Good morning. Three years after the at-
tacks of September the 11th, our Nation con-
tinues to confront the threats to our security.
We're acting to protect the homeland, to
track and disrupt terror networks across the
world, and to hold to account the sponsors
of terror. We're staying on the offensive,
striking the terrorists abroad so we do not
have to face them here at home.

Americans also know that our long-term
security requires a broader commitment.
Our country is determined to spread hope
and economic progress and freedom as the
alternatives to hatreds, resentments, and ter-
rorist violence. In hopeful societies, men and
women are far less likely to embrace mur-
derous ideologies. And free governments will
fight terrorists in their midst, instead of har-
boring them. We know that to create a safer
world, we must build a better world, and we
are acting.

This week, I will speak in New York to
the United Nations General Assembly, and
I will talk about the great possibilities of our
time to improve health, expand prosperity,
and extend freedom in our world. America
and many nations are taking a bold stand in
the fight against HIV/AIDS. My Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief will provide an unprec-
edented $15 billion over 5 years to support
the fight against the AIDS pandemic
throughout the world, with the focus on the
most afflicted countries in Africa, the Carib-
bean, and Asia. These funds are already at
work helping to prevent new infections, pro-
vide treatment and care for millions of vic-
tims.
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We've also joined with other nations to
create the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tu-
berculosis, and Malaria. In 3 years, the fund
has raised $5.6 billion in pledges and pro-
vided funding for projects in more than 90
countries. And we will persist in the effort
until these diseases are defeated.

America and many other nations are also
determined to turn the tide against global
poverty by taking a new approach to eco-
nomic development. It is now our policy to
increase foreign aid to those governments
that are serious about fighting corruption and
improving education, health care, and eco-
nomic opportunity for their people. Modern
history teaches that honest governments that
invest in their people and promote economic
freedom can lift millions out of poverty and
despair. And governments that truly serve
their people deserve our help.

The health and well-being of developing
nations also depend on the defeat of hunger
and illiteracy. We have launched an Initiative
to End Hunger in Africa by teaching modern
farming techniques and providing drought-
resistant crops to farmers on that continent.
And through our Africa Education Initiative,
we're training teachers, distributing text-
books, and encouraging more school enroll-
ment.

America and many nations are also build-
ing a better world by standing with the liber-
ated peoples of Iraq and Afghanistan as they
move toward democracy. More than 10 mil-
lion Afghan citizens have now registered to
vote in next month’s election. Iraq is ap-
proaching free elections in January. Terrorist
enemies are trying to stop the progress of
both those countries, and their violent and
merciless attacks may increase as elections
draw near. But all the world can be certain:
America and our allies will keep our commit-
ments to the Afghan and Iraqi people. Our
long-term security—the safety of our chil-
dren and grandchildren—will be served
when the broader Middle East is home to
stable, democratic governments that fight
terror.

At the United Nations this week, I will
make some additional proposals to expand
prosperity and accelerate the march of free-
dom in our world. Never in the history of
the United Nations have we faced so many



